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A Synopsis of the Gospels in Greek after the Westcott and Hort Text. 

By the Rev. Arthur Wright, M.A. London and New 
York: Macmillan Co. 1896. 4to, pp. xvi+168. Price ^2. 

The title of this booli is not quite accurate. It is in reality a 
synopsis of the first three gospels with occasional parallels from the 
fourth gospel. It has been compiled, Mr. Wright says, to assist 
beginners in the critical study of the gospels ; he means apparently 
of the synoptic gospels ; it affords at least no appreciable help for 
the study of the fourth gospel. In some respects it is excellently 
adapted to this purpose. To begin with, it is an admirable piece 
of book manufacture. Paper, type, and binding are all excel- 
lent. It has besides some mechanical features, due to the author 
rather than to printer, which greatly increase its usefulness. Nota- 
ble among these is its division of the text of the several gos- 
pels in parallel passages into lines of such length as to exhibit 
the parallelism more perfectly. In this respect it has no equal 
among books of its class. Huck's Synopsis has this feature to some 
extent, but by no means so perfectly as Wright. Even Wright might 
advantageously have carried it still further. In some other respects 
the book is less adapted to the uses of the students for whom it was 
constructed. Instead of printing the gospel material in the order of 
the evangelists as nearly as is possible (consistently with the construc- 
tion of a synopsis at all), Mr. Wright breaks the matter up into six 
divisions, corresponding with what he regards as the sources of the 
gospels. He does this not simply to exhibit his theory, but expresses 
himself as particularly confident of the practical utility of the plan. 
Practically useful it is if Mr. Wright's theory is certainly right, or if 
the book is to be used for the purpose of testing the theory. But we 
believe Mr. Wright would have been wiser if, in making a book so 
beautiful and convenient in certain respects, he had had in mind a 
larger public. For those who have no theory, or who hold tentatively 
or decidedly some other theory than Wright's, it would be far more 
convenient to have the material retained as nearly as possible in the 
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order of the evangelists, especially as consistently with this Mr. 
Wright could certainly have devised some way of distinguishing the 
six sources which he thinks he can discern. 

As to Mr. Wright's theory itself, this was expounded some years 
ago in his book on the Composition of the Gospels (1890), and is 
known to students of the synoptic problem. Its two features, the 
division of the material into the six sources or classes of sources, and 
the proposition that these sources as used by the evangelists were 
mainly oral — catechetical cycles — can be considered quite separately. 
For the oral character of the sources something is to be said. Appar- 
ently we need a still more careful study of the literary method of the 
first century than has yet been made before we shall have the basis for 
a final decision of this question. 

The other question — the division into sources — is not intrinsically 
less difficult, but it does seem somewhat less difficult to say whether 
Mr. Wright's analysis will stand. To this reviewer, at least, it seems 
certain that it will not. After he leaves the safe ground of Mark's 
gospel, which constitutes his first source, he proceeds in entirely too 
mechanical and artificial a fashion, distinguishing his sources quite 
too much by some mere rule of thumb, such as the presence of the 
material in one or a certain two of the evangelists, and with too little 
regard for internal characteristics. He allows, also, more weight than 
is just to " the great principle which he has made his loadstar," but 
which he himself admits breaks down in the presence of the facts, 
viz., that "an evangelist would omit nothing" contained in his 
sources. 

We are glad to add this book to our apparatus for the study of the 
synoptic problem. No book published in this country or England 
is so useful for the purpose if we except Rushbrooke's Synopticon, the 
size and costliness of which are a hindrance to its general use. But 
we wish Mr. Wright had followed more nearly in the footsteps of 
Huck, only adding some of the mechanical features of this book. As 
respects the discrimination of the sources we are constrained to 
believe his work will require revision. E. D. B. 



The Search-Light of St. Hippolytus. By Parke P. Flournoy. 
Chicago : F. H. Revell Co. 1896. Pp. 250. Price $\. 
Questions pertaining to the early church, its organization, the 
authenticity of the Scriptures, the attacks of infidelity and the argu- 



